
 

THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HELD THEIR REGULAR SCHEDULED MEETING 
ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2020, AT 1:30 P.M., IN THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING ROOM 
LOCATED IN THE FRANKLIN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, 1255 FRANKLIN STREET, SUITE 
104, ROCKY MOUNT, VIRGINIA. 
 
THE MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED IN COMPLIANCE WITH (ORDINANCE #21-06-2020) 
EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO EFFECTUATE TEMPORARY CHANGES IN CERTAIN DEADLINES 
AND TO MODIFY PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES TO 
ADDRESS CONTINUITY OF OPERATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH PANDEMIC DISASTER 
 
 
 THERE WERE PRESENT: Mike Carter 
  Leland Mitchell, Chairman 
  Ronald Mitchell  
  Lorie Smith 
  Tim Tatum- Left at 7:20 PM 
  Ronnie Thompson, Vice- Chairman 
 
 ABSENT: Tommy Cundiff 
 
    
 
 
 OTHERS PRESENT: Christopher Whitlow, County Administrator 

Jim Guynn, Legal Counsel 
Madeline L. Sefcik, CMC, Clerk 

******************** 
Chairman Mitchell, called the meeting to order. 
***************** 
Invocation was given by Supervisor Mike Carter. 
******************** 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Supervisor Leland Mitchell. 
  
******************** 
RECOGNITION OF VIRGINIA TEACHER OF THE YEAR ï ANTHONY SWANN 
 

RESOLUTION OF RECOGNITION 
 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Anthony Swann is the 2021 Virginia Region 6 Virginia Teacher of the Year, 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Swann teaches fifth grade at Rocky Mount Elementary School and earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Elementary Education from Averett University in 2007, and a Master of Education in 
Educational Leadership from Regent University in 2014.  
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Swannôs passion is education and throughout his 13 years as an elementary school 
teacher he has been an example of what a teacher should be and should strive to be! 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Swannôs work, has touched many lives in Franklin County and continues to provide life 
skills lessons and mentoring beyond the classroom through his program, ñGuys with Tiesò that teaches 
lessons on the importance of integrity, honesty, and respect. 
 
NOW, BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, by the Franklin County Board of Supervisors to honor and 
recognize Mr. Anthony Swannôs extraordinary contributions to,  and caring attitude towards, the students 
and families of Franklin County, and the Franklin County Board of Supervisors does hereby extend their 
most sincere appreciation for all Mr. Swann has done and continues to do to make Franklin County a 
wonderful place to live, work and learn. 
 
 
KARIE WALKER, VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
 



 

Ms. Walker presented the Board with the Virinigia Associaltion of Counties 2020 Achievement 
Award for an Innovative County Program, specifically Summit View Business Park.  She spoke 
highly of the County and the Economnic Efforts the leaders have put into this project.  She was very 
complimentary of Summmite View and noted it showed great investment into the Co9unty of 
Franklin.   
 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 

1. Whitney Pugh (Agenacare Housecalls PLLC) 

 
Ms. Pugh discussed her company, Agenacare, and made a request to the Board for to allow 
Agendacare to make housecalls within Franklin County.   Supervisor Smith asked if the Company does 
any insurance billing, the answer was no it is cash only.  Supervisor Mitchell asked if our Public Safety 
would transport the potential patient.   
 
Supervisor Smith directed the County Attorney to look over the language of the Ordinance presented 
by Ms. Pugh to be sure there is no legally implicating issues within it.  Chairman Mitchell voiced to Ms. 
Pugh this is not an action item today, but it could be brought up as an action item in the future.  

 
******************** 
ANN ROGERS, BLUE RIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE LEAGUE / PRESERVE FRANKLIN 
 
Ms. Rogers presented the below PowerPoint.  She reminded the Board they had received a letter on 
October 6, 2020 urging the County to submit correspondence to the Virginia DEQ asking for further review 
of environmental plans submitted by the Mountain Valley Pipeline.   
 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
Supervisor Mitchell asked if Franklin County has anyone within the County to go look at E&S and Storm 
Water.  Mr. Sandy, Assistant County Administrator, said the County has no authority to enforce DEQ 
measures.  Supervisor Mitchell noted he sees a lot of red mud, but no vegetation in the area.  He rides 
around the County all day long and notes the area where the pipeline is going into place is not green like 
the surrounding areas.   
 
Supervisor Carter noted areas of the pipeline along Grassy Hill have been underwater for years.  The 
citizens of Rocky Mount drink from Teal Creek and is contaminated.  Supervisor Carter noted as a Board 
we need to request reevaluation from DEQ.   
 
Supervisor Thompson noted in the presented resolution (on consent) takes care of some of this?  The 
answer was yes, this asks for site-specific requests.   
 
Ms. Rogers noted two more items (possible COVID-19 increase when pipeline work begins again and a 
draft hydroelectric sedimentation).   



 

 
Supervisor Smith noted she worries about increased sedimentation in regard to water quality and mitigation 
problems.   
 
******************** 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE LISTING, APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE LISTING, 
APPROPRIATIONS, AND APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2020 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
WESTERN VA WATER AUTHORITY WATER TANK GROUND LEASE 
 

Franklin County joined the Western Virginia Water Authority (WVWA) in 2009 to help facilitate utility 
expansion in Franklin County. Since joining the Authority, the County has experienced water and 
sewer expansions in many areas of the County. In 2016, the WVWA performed a significant 
expansion of their water system in the Burnt Chimney and Route 122 area including the construction 
of a new water tank.  
 
At the Boardôs August meeting, WVWA Executive Director, Mike McEvoy, provided an update on the 
Authorityôs recent activities in Franklin County. He also expressed the Authorityôs intention to develop 
a master plan for future WVWA activities. 

 
The WVWA water tank constructed on County property in 2016 at the intersection of Route 122 and 
Burnt Chimney Road shares the property with the Countyôs compaction waste collection site. 
 
This structure not only serves a water need but also contains public safety radio antennae. The 
recently approved Phase I fixed wireless broadband project includes the use of this water tank for 
fixed wireless antennae operated by Briscnet. During the process of reviewing the base arrangement 
details for the broadband project it was determined that the ground lease for the tank was never 
approved by the County or WVWA. 
 
Accordingly, the County and WVWA have drafted a proposed ground lease (see attached) for the 
lease of 0.2689 acres of County property for the existing water tank site as well as a twenty (20) foot 
wide waterline easement to Burnt Chimney Road. The proposed waterline easement is one hundred 
(100) feet in length with eighty-five (85) feet on County property and fifteen (15) feet on school board 
property. A survey of the property and waterline easement is attached. Franklin County schools have 
already approved the waterline easement that crosses their property. 
 
The lease provides the area to the WVWA at no charge. All expenses related to the water tank are 
the responsibility of WVWA. Any rent derived from communications antennae (i.e. cell phone carriers, 
etc.) of the water tank will be shared 50/50 between the County and WVWA. Lease term is one 
hundred (100) years. 
 
There are no costs associated with this request. WVWA has prepared the survey and will record the 
necessary documents upon approval. 

 
County staff as well as the County Attorney have reviewed the ground lease and respectfully request 
approval of the document. Therefore, staff respectfully requests the Board of Supervisors authorize 
the County Administrator to sign and execute contract documents relative to this ground lease on 
behalf of Franklin County accordingly. 

 
DEQ EROSION SEDIMENTATION & STORMWATER PLAN RESOLUTION   
 

The Mountain Valley Pipeline (MVP) project is a natural gas pipeline system that spans approximately 
300 miles from north-western West Virginia to southern Virginia with 38 miles located in Franklin 
County and, as an interstate pipeline, is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC).  On October 17, 2017, FERC approved a certificate of public convenience and necessity to 
MVP.  MVP began construction of the pipeline project on February 5, 2018. 
 
On October 6, 2020 the Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League (BREDL) presented a letter with 
additional concerns. Specifically, BREDL has requested that the Board of Supervisors petition the 
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to take some specific actions related to erosion 
and sediment control and storm water management review of this project. (see attached letter). 
 




